LET THERE BE SCULPTURE

intact, or to be in jeopardy of being periodically treated and
perhaps, in the end, being permanently ruined by the Museum
officials, through their lack of sculptural science.

The public is dissatisfied with the present state of affairs and
clearly uneasy about the present condition of the Elgin Marbles,
and must consider the answer for the Treasury in Parliament by
Captain Crookshank to a question about them as both equivocal
and misleading. It is an admission of damage, with an attempt to
minimise the responsibility of the Trustees of the British Museum,

Faithfully yours,

JACOB EPSTEIN,

Sir George Hill again answered my letter by writing to
The Times on May 25th, 1959, as follows :

SIR,

I have no wish to continue with Mr, Epstein a correspon-
dence which appears to be taking a personal turn, and I should be
the last to wish to " put him in his place ", as to which we have
all of us made up our minds by this time.

But I repeat that the only method of cleaning the Marbles
authorised by the Trustees was and is washing with soap and water,
It would be valuable to know what exactly were the methods which
Mr. Epstein, says he saw used to his horror, and whether they were
being applied to marble or to plaster,

I must admit Mr, Epstein's correction as to the length of the
period during which Demeter wore her false nose j I will not
therefore quarrel with his assumption that there is not much
difference in the length of our familiarity with tho Marbles
(to be exact it is a matter of twenty years)* We must, I' fear,
agree to differ on his statement that the head was " scraped "
in 1921.

The public may well feel uneasy, owing to the agitation which,
as Mr. Epstein's own experience will remind him, can be only too
easily worked up artificially, But how far they can trust those who
seek to instruct them in the public Press may be inferred from the
fact that they.have been asked (though not, of course, by Mr.
Epstein) to believe that the group of " Cecrops and his daughter "
has been a victim of such drastic " cleaning " that it now seems
" little better than withered stone." Since the original is still in
its place on 'the Parthenon and it is represented in the British